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The origins of TRULÉ 

 
In Beira Baixa’s region, the beginning of the Robertos’ show started with a drum 
roll performed by the manipulator at the same time as a young acrobat appeared 
on top of a carpet, static, with the purpose to attract the audience for the show. The 
show only began when there was “enough audience”. The sound produced by the 
drum roll originated the name "Trulés", the regional word to identify the Robertos.   
 

 
CURRICULUM 

 
Manuel Fernando da Costa Dias, was born in the 20th of March of 1949 in Santo 
Ildefonso, a parish of Oporto, at the moment he lives in Bairro da Senhora da 
Saúde Rua de Mora – Lote 12 1º  7005-393, in Évora. 
He worked as a painter, as a sculptor, and also as set decorator in theatre, ending 
up dedicating himself to the creation and production of puppet shows as a solo 
manipulator.  
 
In 1975 Manuel Costa Dias started a Project of ‘Animated Figures Research’ that 
came to be known by the name of TRULÉ, a professional project that intends, 
through investigation and experiment, to spread the Marionettes via the production 
of shows and through educational projects. In 1986, he considered that for the first 
there were conditions enough put the project – TRULÉ – into practice with its 
headquarters in Évora, a city that, according to him, promotes the right sort of 
intimacy for the development of this kind of Communication and Show.   

 
 



Manuel da Costa Dias worked like a set decorator in several theatre companies:  
“Centro Cultural de Évora” (resident set decorator during 5 years), “CENDREV”, 
“Cena” (Oporto), “Bonifrates” and “TEUC” (Coimbra), “Bonecreiros” and 
“Cornucópia” (Lisbon).  In 1982, he was awarded the prize for the ‘Best Set’ by the 
Portuguese Association of Critics.  
 
In 1975 he was part of the Marionettes’ Group "Perna de Pau".  From 1976 on, he 
taught ‘Animated Figures’ regularly, for Organisations such as “FAOJ”, Centro 
Cultural Centre of Évora”, the Municipality of Évora, “Casa da Cultura da zona 
oriental de Lisboa”, parishes, “APAC”, “CITAC”, “Academia Contemporânea do 
Espectáculo” in Oporto, “Cine Forum do Funchal”, University of Évora and 
“Instituto Politécnico” in Oporto, among others.   
 
He followed up the research and production of the "Santo Aleixo Puppets", first 
show, in the Cultural Centre of Évora.   
 
He had practices in the “Institut National d' Education Populaire” (Marly-le-Roi) in 
the 7.ème, 15.ème and 16.ème Universités Internacionalles d' Eté, in the atelier 
of Animated Figures, respectively in 1976, 1983 and 1984. 
 
In 1983 he was invited by the “Theatre Reel - Nouveau Theatre Jules Julien” to be 
part of a team, that was responsible during a week for the animation with Animated 
Figures in Schools of the French city of Toulouse, for infants between 6 and 12 
years old. In 1986 he attended a practise of Marionnettes-Théatre de Rue in 
Lavelanet, and in 1987 in a practise of Recherche/Conception Marionnette-
Reálisation of Prototypes of Malles Spectacle in Toulouse-France, with Michel 
Broquin.   
 
He is the author of publications such has ‘Techniques’ for Glove Puppets 
construction’, ‘Puppets and Animated Figures’ and ‘Construction of Puppets’. 
He is also the author of the video ‘Theatre of Puppets – Construction and 
manipulation of Glove Puppets’. 
 

 
Collaboration of TRULÉ – Manuel da Costa Dias – with the professional 

company JANGADA TEATRO of Lousada, Portugal 
 
In 2003 he produced the show for actors and puppets “Tiu Jouquin e a Aldeia 
dos Patudos. In 2004 he made the Set for the show “Auto da Índia”. In “O 
Espelho”, a puppets’ show based on a text by Sophia of Mello Breyner Andresen, 
he was responsible for the puppets, for the set, playwriting, models and production. 
In the show “Zé do Telhado” he was responsible by the props and puppets. In 
2005 in “Amor de Perdição”, a novel by Camilo Castelo Branco, he was 
responsible by the playwriting, puppets, Set and production. In 2006 he was 
responsible by the Set of “O Morgado de Fafe em Lisboa”.  In the show “De Filo 
a Pavio”, he was responsible for the construction of the marionette, of the Set, 
playwriting and production. 



 
 

Information about participation in International Festivals, awards, and 
itinerary 

 
TRULÉ, the Portuguese group of Marionettes counts with a large number of 
performances abroad during the last 10 years, and it has participated in more than 
55 International Festivals in Africa, Asia, Europe and America, in countries such 
as Portugal, Spain, France, Italy, Hungary, Austria, Poland, Czech Republic, 
Turkey, Pakistan, Canary Islands (Spain), Mexico, Cuba, Iran, China, Belgium, 
Romania and Brazil.   
 
Awards: 
 
Variações de Marionetas em Redor da Música (Variations of Marionettes around 
Music) – in Lodz, Poland, awarded (2001), in Prague, Czech Republic, the prize 
for the best artistic manipulation (2003), in Shanghai, People’s Republic of 
China, the prize for Performance of Excellence (2005) and Bucharest, Romania 
the prize for creativity and rhythm in the arts of the animation spectacle of 
(2006). 
 
Amores e Humores da Bonecada (Love Affairs and Moods of Dolls) – in Prague, 
Czech Republic, the prize for innovation in manipulation (2004).   
 
Robertos and other Marionettes – in Prague, Czech Republic, the prize for the 
combination of modern manipulation with traditional Robertos (2006).   
 
The Municipality of Évora awarded TRULÉ with the medal of Municipal Merit –
Silver Class (2004).   
 
In the 1º edition of "ÉVORAINOVA – Prizes for Innovation" (2007) TRULÉ was 
honoured with the award “Valorization of Culture”. 
 
TRULÉ, over the last twenty years carried out more than one thousand 
performances, from the North to the South of Portugal, in International Festivals, in 
Russia, in Belarus, in Spain and in Canada.   
 
 
 
  
 


